Councillor’s Report

May/June 2011 
Maureen Child, Labour Councillor for Portobello/Craigmillar
This is an account of a few of my activities in the area and/or a bit of what’s been going on recently.  I welcome feedback, and I am happy to deal with questions and take up requests for action on any Council matter.  If you need more information, or if you want me to do anything else for you, please don’t hesitate to get in touch.  My contact details are at the end.
Possible Seaside Award and Promoting Portobello: Edinburgh’s Seaside

I have put a Motion to full Council on 4 June for remit (I hope!) to the Economic Development Committee which says: 
Council 

 -  notes that the Marine Conservation Society's latest 'Good Beach Guide' awards Portobello Central (James Street) the highest level award of 'MCS Recommended' and also notes that seven of East Lothian's Beaches have been given Seaside Awards by Keep Scotland Beautiful this year and  

-  calls for a report on how the Council can secure a Seaside Award for Portobello and market and promote 'Edinburgh's Seaside' more widely within Edinburgh and beyond.
My proposal follows on from some on-line discussion within the Portobello community.  A Seaside Award proposal might raise bit of a local hornets’ nest around the qualifying criteria – like (perhaps) a dedicated cycle way on the Promenade, and banning dogs from part of the beach in the bathing season?   That said, I feel it is certainly worth exploring, especially as a spur to the City of Edinburgh taking its seaside really seriously as a tourist destination. 

Newcraighall and Gilberstoun – Planning Position
Just as I was looking forward to a short break away, the news came through that the Council had lost a Court case against it on an aspect of the Edinburgh City Local Plan.  A developer had succeeded in challenging the Planning Committee’s decision on the sites for 400+ houses with the Lothian Structure Plan required the Council’s planners to allocate to Edinburgh’s urban fringe.  The Council had ignored their own appointed professional Reporters’ judgement that the burden of new homes be shared across the city.  Instead, they chose to allocated them all to two sites in Newcraighall, a decision which I opposed.  I predicted that a report on this would go to the Planning Committee the following week, while I was away, and alerted Sheila Gilmore MP and her team.  They moved on it very quickly and worked with the local people to convene a very well-attended public meeting in Newcraighall Primary School on the following Monday evening, which Sheila chaired.  They were then able to put an agreed community position to the Planning Committee Members on the Thursday, and win the argument.  On a proposal, moved and seconded by my Labour colleagues Councillors Eric Milligan and Lesley Hinds, the majority of Councillors on the Planning Committee agreed not to appeal the judgement - which was very sensible since they must have known they would not have won it.  This success for the Newcraighall and Gilberstoun combined communities means that the two sites at Newcraighall have been taken out of the Edinburgh City Local Plan housing allocation.  The sites remain classed as green open space, even although they are no longer in the Green Belt.  I understand that this result will weaken the developers’ planning case for building on the two sites at Newcraighall, while it strengthens the case in favour of development at sites elsewhere in the city. (pto)
Relocation of Seaview Respite Centre
As many will know, the Council’s intention is that the Council’s children’s respite centre at Seaview Terrace in Joppa will move to part of the site of the old Lismore Primary School in the Bingham area.  The plans for the facility are well advanced.  There has been one workshop on what that might look like and another will take place soon to discuss what the shape of the whole site might look like.  It has been made clear throughout this process that the Community Centre in Bingham is a very necessary facility for that neighbourhood and it must be supported to continue whatever development take place there.
Straiton Park and Parking
The public consultation event on parking and traffic in Portobello attracted 120 comments before the event and about 80 on the night.  Pavement parking and access for emergency vehicles were among the issues discussed.  The Council surveyed the area and came up with a few suggestions which might include making some streets one way and/or providing new parking spaces – for example on part of Straiton Park or end-on at Bellfield Street.  Local residents are coming up with their own solutions - and more problems too.  There is still time to have an input by contacting the east neighbourhood team on eastteam@edinburgh.gov.uk or sending a message on Twitter to www.twitter.com/east_team or phoning 0131 529 3111.  You can check the website for progress  - www.edinburghnp.org.uk - or simply pick up a leaflet Portobello Library, where some of the material will also be on display for a while longer.  You can still make a contribution to this.  When and if any detailed proposals are to come forward, they would be subject to further consultation.
Christians Path Upgrade Going Ahead
The current owners of this pedestrian link between Hope Lane/Windsor Place and Brighton Place along the back of East Brighton Crescent are the cycling charity Sustrans.  They intend to upgrade it with new surfacing and lighting.  Planning permission for the works was granted to Sustrans in late November 2010 with the intention of staring work in February 2011. Works were delayed due to difficulties with the design.  These now been resolved and the works went out to tender and are due to start on Monday 13 June, lasting 6 weeks. The street lighting will be turned off on the 12 June and the path will be closed to public access until the work is completed.
Swamp Soccer at Jack Kane Centre
There is some debate ongoing, to be resolved soon, about whether or not to allow an event – Swamp Soccer World Cup - go ahead on part of Hunters’ Hall Park on the weekend of 25-26 June this year.  The organisers are in discussion with the parks department and local representatives.  The Management Committee and young people at the Jack Kane centre have been consulted and are generally in favour.  I have said I would give it my support provided the local people are involved as fully as possible and a guarantee can be given that the site will be fully and properly restored as soon as possible after the event. For more information on this kind of event, which first began in 2006, see www.swampsoccer.co.uk
My Contact Details: Councillor Maureen Child, City Chambers, High Street, Edinburgh EH1 1YJ; phone number 529 3268; email maureen.child@edinburgh.gov.uk  My ‘surgeries’ for constituents are normally on Monday evenings at Castleview Community Centre, 76 Craigmillar Castle Avenue at 5.30pm, then on to Portobello Library, 14 Rosefield Avenue at 7pm. Please do phone 529 3268 to check my availability first, or to make an appointment at another time and place more convenient to you. 
P.S. If you want to receive more regular updates by email, do just let me know.
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