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This is the sixth issue of our newsletter. We hope it helps to keep you informed on the work to deliver the new Portobello High School.   
In this issue we provide an update on the tendering process for the construction of the new school and outline some enabling works that will need to take place in preparation for the contractors moving on site.
Tendering Process

The procurement process for the new school started earlier this year and we are pleased to report that there has been an extremely positive response to the project from the construction industry.

Twenty two submissions were received for the construction works, an unprecedented level of interest for this type of project.
The submissions have been considered in great detail and six contractors have now been short listed for tendering.  All are well known companies with strong track records and we are confident the successful contractor will help us achieve a high quality building.

After the tenders are received and evaluated, a final recommendation will go to a council committee in August.   

Construction work is due to start onsite in November 2011 and the original works’ schedule has a completion date that would see the new school opening in January 2014.   The school have indicated they would be keen to see the school open for the start of the new school session in August 2013 and we set this as a target for the contractors and asked them to indicate in their tender returns whether they believe this earlier date is achievable.   We should be in a position to confirm this later this year.
Enabling Works

There are a number of works that will need to be carried out before the contractors can move on site and these are being timetabled for the end of the summer.
One of the planning conditions for the new school was a requirement to carry out an archaeological investigation on 10% of the park before construction work began and this is due to start in August.   
This has deliberately been planned for when the school returns so that students can visit the site and have some involvement in the survey works.  

Throughout the construction programme, we will endeavour to identify other educational opportunities for the school students and educational opportunities have been built into the construction tender.
A disused power cable currently runs across the park site and discussions are ongoing with the utilities company to ensure this is removed in the autumn, shortly after the archaeological investigation.
Survey work is also planned to be undertaken early summer to support the development of the new paths around the site.  
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