Straiton Place Park: notes from meeting

24th June 2011

Present: Cllr Child, Scott Thomson (Community Parks Officer), Karen Reeves (Parks and Greenspace Officer), representatives from Porty Dads and local residents.
Key issues that people would like to see addressed in Straiton Place Park:

Tackling the dog fouling problem 

Possible actions discussed:

· fencing off the east side of the park 

· putting up additional signage

· acknowledge that a number of responsible dog owners value the use the east side of the park for walking their dogs

Improving the play facilities in the park

Possible actions discussed:
· Upgrade what’s there already

· Create brand new facility – the Porty Dads said they would like to get involved with the Friends of Straiton Place Park and offered their help with designs and raising funds for the park.

· Move play facilities to the east side so it gets evening sun

· Design currently aimed at toddlers – should this be changed to appeal to a broader age range?

· Any new designs should include play for disabled children

Using the park as an events space

Possible actions discussed:

· Putting in power. Scott advised this would be very expensive and not something the Council would fund. 
· Keep the east side of the park accessible for events
Other issues

Karen and Scott were asked about the proposal of the park being used as a car park. They advised that it was not a feasible option and is not being considered by the Parks and Greenspace team.
Actions
Karen - Draw up a Park Improvement Plan illustrating all the improvements discussed. This can be used to gather further comments on what people would like to see happen in the park. The plan will be circulated to all interested parties, put up in appropriate locations such as the library and focus groups held.
Porty Dads – identify who in their group would like to be involved with designing new play facilities and then meet with the Council’s Play Team to discuss what the options are.

Cllr Child – circulate notes from meeting.
