Members Briefing 252
8 December 2010 

Severe weather update
Despite constant gritting, ploughing and other snow clearing work, fresh heavy snowfall on Monday set back the Council's 24/7 efforts from the previous week.

The latest situation as at 6pm Wednesday is as follows:
Military assistance
· Edinburgh is the first authority in Scotland to seek help from the military to ensure the most vulnerable residents get the support they need to ensure access to hospital and other emergency services. 

· Talks are still ongoing but under the plans, soldiers will help local residents from the hardest hit areas of the city, as well as those who need access to transport for medical or emergency reasons. 

· They will also help to clear special locations such as doctors surgeries, care homes and hospitals.

· The Council has identified the areas where assistance is needed.

· Council staff will continue to concentrate on general snow clearance in residential areas as well as the continual clearing of Category 1, 2 and 3 roads.

Education

All but a small number of Edinburgh's schools are to open fully on Thursday. The situation remains changeable so parents are being encouraged to check the Council’s website.

Parents are also being asked to make their own judgement about whether to send children to school. Absence because of snow difficulties will be recorded as authorised. 

Parents are also being encouraged to ensure their children are dressed appropriately for the weather, especially as temperatures are forecast to drop very low over the next few days.  

Home to School contract bus companies will provide transport for registered students. This is, of course, subject to change if the weather impacts on the service. 

Lunches will be provided in all schools except St Catherine's where pupils should bring packed lunches.

All school staff should continue to report to work. If staff cannot get their normal workplace then they should go to the nearest Council school. If staff are experiencing difficulties getting to work they should contact their Head Teacher.

Primary Schools

The following schools will be closed on Thursday:

Murrayburn Primary, Prestonfield Primary, 
Ratho Primary. 

The following schools will open but note:

Davidson's Mains Primary - no nursery class

Roseburn Primary - no nursery class 

St Cuthbert's - no language class

St John Vianney - no nursery class, no breakfast club

Dean Park Primary School - no after school club at Balerno High this week

Secondary Schools

All secondary schools are set to open for S1-6 on Thursday except the following:

· Liberton High - open to S3-S6 pupils for the rest of the week - if your child is not attending (with exception S1-2), you should notify the school. 
· All Liberton pupils should attend on Monday 13 December.

Special Schools

The following schools set to are fully open on Thursday:

Gorgie Mills

Wellington

Panmure St Ann's

Braidburn

Kaimes

Pilrig Park

Prospect Bank 

Rowanfield

St Crispin's
Due to access difficulties for the Home to School transport service, the following schools are only open to pupils whose parents feel they can safely drop them off and collect them at the usual time: 
Redhall and Oaklands. Woodlands is closed. 

Nurseries and Child and Family Centres
All will be open except Kirkliston Nursery.

Community Centres

The following community centres will be closed on Thursday: Bingham and Inch. 
All other community centres are operating normally but with a limited programme. Please call centre for details.

Other Children and Families information

· All school lets are cancelled this week.
· All day adult education classes will go ahead as planned. All evening classes in schools are cancelled until next week. Latest updates are on the Adult Education website. 
Waste and refuse collection
· There is a limited service for household and trade rubbish bins, recycling boxes in the city centre and on main roads (category A roads), while side streets and housing estates have not been accessible for a number of days.  

· Bookings for special uplifts are suspended until further notice.  

· All Community Recycling Centres are open as normal. 
Roads and transport services

· Roads staff have been gritting and clearing snow 24 hours a day since Friday 26 November. 

· Today, over 600 staff and contractors were clearing roads.
Vulnerable people

· So far over 60 emergency household supply packs have been delivered by the Council’s own staff and Red Cross volunteers to vulnerable people.
· Transport to Council owned or voluntary day centres remains closed for the rest of the week and will be reviewed on Friday. Staff continue to be redeployed to assist home care teams or with the delivery of emergency food supplies. 
· Home care and re-ablement staff are reprioritising case loads to ensure emergency cases are covered such as meals and personal care. The Council continues to provide home care to vulnerable people with considerable help from the Pentland Rangers and charities like The Red Cross and Lothian 4x4 Response.
· Anyone who is concerned about someone who they feel should be getting assistance can contact the Social Care direct team at the Council on 0131 200 2324 and staff will arrange appropriate follow up. In the evenings and weekends, contact can be made with the out of hours service at 0800 731 6969. More information, contact details and updates about these services are at Vulnerable People on the Council website.
Further information

· Please check the Council website at http://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/severeweather, http://twitter.com/Edinburgh_CC and Radio Forth for immediate updates. Immediate travel news will be available at http://twitter.com/edintravel
· Councillors with ‘out of hours’ or weekend enquiries regarding severe weather should contact 0131 200 2000 and they will be directed to the relevant duty officer.
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