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Bus Lane Enforcement

The operation of the bus lane enforcement which was introduced in April, in Jock’s Lodge, Calder Road and Willowbrae Road has been reviewed thanks to the new Transport Leader, Councillor Lesley Hinds.  The cameras on Willowbrae Road caught people crossing the bus lane to access driveways, side streets and making a safe right turn – perfectly sensibly.  4301 fines were issued for Willowbrae and all will now be automatically waived.  Those who have paid will get a refund.  The bus lane enforcement is designed to make sure buses are unimpeded by cars at peak periods, but the Willowbrae Road situation defied all common sense.  People were being fined for doing a manoeuvre that had no effect whatever on the progress of the buses.  The cameras remain operational at Jock’s Lodge and Calder Road, but will be only re-introduced to Willowbrae as and when a more sensible system is devised.
Duddingston Yards

Forth Sector have been successful in their Lottery bid to redevelop Duddingston Yards, which once belonged to the Council and now lies unused.  They anticipate they will be open in Spring next year and will be providing local jobs, both in the construction phase and when they are operating.  Their existing businesses will move there and there will be at raining suite to help expand the existing businesses and enable new ones to start up.  .  

Railway Noise
The noise nuisance from the railway is unbearable at times, particularly for people in Stanley Street, but also can disturb people’s sleep in Park Avenue and the Christians.  The operations at Craigentinny Depot have increased lately and this has had a big impact on local residents.  I heard recently from Barry Inglis, the Council’s environmental health officer dealing with this, that an enforcement notice has been served on East Coast and I have backed that up with an email to the company to ask what action they are taking and when local residents can expect to notice an improvement.
Local Road Investment

As part of the £15 million roads and footways capital investment programme, some local road will be improved every year as well as main routes.  East and West Brighton Crescent and Lee Crescent are to be resurfaced in June this year and residents will get letters about this shortly.  On the back of this information, I have asked for an update on the investment planned for Brighton Place itself, which has been on the cards for a number of years and has been the topic of some discussion locally and at Portobello Community Council.
‘Right First Time’

.






Seaview Respite Centre, Bingham 
Work will start on 4 June on the new Seaview Respite Care Centre (currently in Seaview Crescent) on site of the former Lismore Primary School.  The completion target is May 2013. Access to the site is off Duddingston Row for vehicles and pedestrians.   The site will secure as possible at all times but sites like this appear like play grounds to young children so neighbours and parents of young children are asked help make the children aware of the dangers on construction sites and to avoid gong in there.
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