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New Portobello High School Application Approved

As you will be well aware, the new high school proposal for the west end of Portobello Park, with playing fields to the east, was approved by the Council’s Planning Committee on 23 February.  The arguments in favour held sway, and no vote was necessary among Councillors.  All bar one of the Committee Members were convinced that the wider community benefit will outweigh the loss of open space, and that re-opening the school ‘site selection’ process would serve no good purpose.  The loss of open space was really the crux of the matter for all the Councillors involved.  We had listened to all the arguments, read all the necessary documentation and spent three full hours on the matter on the day – and, for me, many more hours of listening, deliberation and questioning of Council officers before the moment of decision.  I firmly believe it is the right way forward for Portobello.

Council Tax Direct Debit

A constituent expressed her concern to me about a phone call on behalf of the Council advocating she switch to direct debit for her Council Tax payments.  Was this a hoax? No, I checked up on this and it is genuine.  The Council is making a huge effort to save some money painlessly by reducing the cost of collecting Council Tax. Next year’s budget makes assumptions about the degree of success this new direct debit campaign will have.  There will also be a note going out with the annual Council Tax bill.  In advance of that, the direct debit campaign is trying to get people to switch to this form of payment by cold calling - if they can get your phone number.  If you sign up before 30 April, you get a chance to win FREE Council Tax for a year.  There will be 5 lucky winners in a prize draw. For more information, go to www.edinburgh.gov.uk/counciltax or phone 0131 469 5000.  Sadly, those of us who are already signed up don’t get put in the draw.  I can send you more details, if you need them.

Portobello Older People’s Project Needs Volunteers

The coordinator for Portobello Older People’s Project has asked me to put out an appeal for more volunteers.  The project runs two sessions – Tuesdays and Wednesdays from 10am to 2.30pm.  Volunteers get a free lunch and the opportunity to go on trips with the older people.  You would be giving their carers some respite.  POPP are particularly short of help on Tuesdays and will have to reduce their hours if they cannot get the volunteers.   Please contact Rita Aitken, the coordinator, if you can help, or want more information, on 01620 843 484.  Do pass the word on!

Relocation of Seaview Respite Centre
Along with local Bingham residents, I took part in a consultation on a proposal to re-locate the respite centre for severely disabled children, currently at Seaview Crescent, Joppa. It’s housed in a very cramped building with steep garden ground, never designed for this very special purpose.  The money has been held in the Council’s Capital Programme of building projects for a very long time, but no suitable potential site has been found until now.  If approved, the new centre would take up about a third of the site of the closed Lismore Primary School.  Some concerns have been voiced in the Bingham neighbourhood.  Understandably, the local people want to make sure that facilities for the current community are carefully considered alongside this development. Most have very warmly welcomed the proposals as an excellent use of part of this derelict site.   
Joppa Pans

We had a walk along Portobello beach and Joppa rocks one Sunday to the site of Joppa salt pans.  The extraordinary 2010 storm damage exposed parts of the old salt pans operation, which only ended in 1953.  It will be fascinating to see what the City Archaeologist can glean and record about Joppa’s industrial history from the investigation, before our vital sea defences are put back in place.

Niddrie Burn and Royal Infirmary Link Road Works Begin

Work is beginning for the advance works in Hunter’s Hall Park.  Trees and vegetation along the route of the new burn corridor will be removed before the birds start nesting. New woodland planting and landscaping have been agreed.  The City Archaeologist has been busy here too.  An evaluation survey last year showed areas of archaeological interest near the Jack Kane Centre. A complete top soil strip and survey of this area will begin mid-March. A public open day is scheduled for early April, to show any found objects and the buried structures such as the Ice House associated with the demolished Niddrie House, once the stately home of the Wauchope mine-owning family. During this work, the “Gulliver” statue will be removed.  The project managers hope to save either a hand or a foot of the sculpture, to install elsewhere in the park. There are old mine workings along the route of the new burn corridor, but these will be stopped up. Tenders for the works have been assessed and a report will go to Committee on 29 March to decide the contract award.

New Craigmillar Developments

Work on the White House on Niddrie Mains Road is now complete and it looks fabulous.  Construction work has begun on the site of the new headquarters for Council staff in the local area office, including social workers currently housed in unsuitable temporary accommodation on at the edge of the Clockwork industrial site, off Duddingston Road West.  There is no sense in their moving anywhere else before the new east office is ready.   A new Craigmillar Library will also be housed alongside, with lots of opportunities for joint working with the nearby Castleview Community Centre and the White House.  

Older People’s Tea Dance

I very much enjoyed the Valentine’s Day Tea Dance at the Jack Kane Centre in friendly and welcoming company of an almost full house of members of the East Older People’s Forum.  It is always a pleasure to meet these women who have such a lot of vitality, some well into their 80s, who come to the Forum events from Portobello, Duddingston and Oxgangs as well as nearby.  The majority of older people, enjoying the tea dance and each other’s company, were originally from Craigmillar, Niddrie or Newcraighall and are rightly very proud of their roots there. 

Road Works

Work has started on strengthening the railway bridge at the Milton Link and removing the temporary traffic island there.  Work is also taking place at Niddrie Mains Road junction with the Wisp and Duddingston Park South to make a wider junction and upgrade the traffic lights. The works will take 4-5 weeks in both places.
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P.S. If you want to receive more regular updates by email, do just let me know.

